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A former NSA official has alleged in court
documents released Friday that the agency
collected almost all electronic
communications of people in or near Salt
Lake City during the city’s 2002 Olympic
Games. The former official, Thomas Drake, said the mass surveillance
included emails and text messages, according to a court document cited by
the Associated Press. “Officials in the NSA and FBI viewed the Salt Lake
Olympics Field Op as a golden opportunity to bring together resources from
both agencies to experiment with and fine tune a new scale of mass
surveillance,” he wrote. Drake’s claims have been released in connection with
a lawsuit filed against the agency by Rocky Anderson, who served as mayor of
Salt Lake City during the 2002 Winter Olympics. According to Anderson,
Drake’s written allegations were submitted to the Justice Department on
Wednesday. While the NSA has denied the claims and said surveillance was
limited to international communications involving suspected terrorists, a judge
turned down a Justice Department request to drop the lawsuit in January. The
lawsuit seeks to get more information on a program described as covert and
illegal by Robertson.

Very proud of perhaps the greatest golf course anywhere in the world. Also, furthers
U.K. relationship! https://t.co/3xTzzJH6Iq

— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) March 2, 2019

There it is. The president is using an official statement as an ad for his business and
making sure everyone knows he ties his business to US relationships with foreign
countries. https://t.co/aKWQwx856g

— Citizens for Ethics (@CREWcrew) March 2, 2019
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